HLHS Members Newsletter
Summer 2020
huddersfieldhistory.org.uk
email@huddersfieldhistory.org.uk
We would like to hear from you! Please send any news, details of events
and books, requests for information and comments that you think may be
of interest to other Huddersfield Local History Society members to
huddshistorynews@gmail.com

Undated photo postcard – “What they say about Huddersfield and what it’s really like!”

Welcome to our Summer 2020 newsletter!
Inside, you will find details of new and upcoming publications, as well as information
about our new season of Monday evening local history talks which will initially be
delivered online.
On behalf of the other Committee members, I do hope you are all continuing to stay safe
and well.
Dave Pattern
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Publications
We are pleased to announce that a newly revised edition of
Pamela Cooksey’s Public Lives: The Woodheads – A Notable
Family of Huddersfield is now available to purchase for £1 as
a downloadable 74-page PDF e-book on our web site.
Details of our upcoming publication – Power in the Land: the
Ramsdens in Huddersfield, 1542-1920 – can be found on the
next page.
Cyril Pearce’s new book, Communities of
Resistance: Conscience and Dissent in Britain
During the First World War, will be published in
the coming days and can be pre-ordered from the
publisher at the discounted price of £25. Members
have also previously been emailed a further
discount code that can be used when placing the
pre-order should you wish to collect the book in person at our
pop-up shop in late September (see next page for details).
Please note that your order must be placed by 11 September to
receive the discounts.
The Lutterworth Press will shortly be publishing a new
biography by Sheila Binns of architect William
Henry Crossland (1835-1908), whose local works
include the churches of St. Thomas (Bradley), St.
Andrew (Leeds Road), St. John (Newsome), St.
James (Flockton) and Christ Church (Moldgreen),
as well as the Estate Buildings, Byram Arcade,
General Post Office, Kirkgate Buildings and
Somerset Buildings (all Huddersfield). Further
details about W.H. Crossland: An Architectural Biography can
be found on the publisher’s web site and we hope to be able to
make a discount offer to members.
Members may also be interested in the recently published
revised edition of John A. Hargreaves’ A History of Halifax:
From Pre-historic Times to the Present Day. At the time of
writing, the publisher is offering a £10 discount.
A copy of the rare Some Account of the Founders of the
Huddersfield Subscription Library (1875) by G. W. Tomlinson
has been digitised in memory of Hilary Haigh and can be read
online or downloaded as a PDF.
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Power in the Land: the Ramsdens in Huddersfield,
1542-1920
Plans to mark the centenary of the purchase of the Ramsden estate on 29 September
2020, announced in our 2020 Journal, have inevitably been revised, but much has
survived:
• Our new book Power in the Land: the Ramsdens in Huddersfield, 1542-1920
will be available at our pop-up shop, or on-line, by the 26 September, though a
launch event will have to wait. Members had details of the half-price offer in
our postal mailing last month, with a deadline for pre-orders of 28 August. We
can still accept half-price orders (£15) this week (to 5 September) – please
return the form we sent out, or email publications@huddersfieldhistory.org.uk,
stating whether you’d prefer to collect the book on 26, 28 or 29 September
(11am – 4pm).
• The pop-up shop where you can collect the book – signed by the editor,
Professor Edward Royle – will be at Unit 3 on the Piazza, directly opposite the
Library, from 11am to 4pm on those days. Other books will be on sale, and it
will also house the centenary exhibition prepared by WY Archive Service with
University history students. Current Covid regulations for shops will apply – as
things stand, that means sanitiser, masks and controlled entry. The exhibition’s
wider tour of community venues is deferred until 2021.
• Ted Royle will, we intend, give his centenary talk as planned on Monday 28
September, but virtually – details elsewhere in this newsletter.
• The Council’s Democracy Service plan to go ahead with an event for schools,
online, on Friday 16 October.
• Work by the Museums Service on the Ramsden theme has now been funded and
is in hand.
• The Ramsden story will also feature in the Heritage Action Zone plans for St
George’s Square and its key buildings, which you may have read about in the
Examiner. For future updates, keep an eye on the dedicated website:
https://huddersfield2020.org.uk
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Monthly Monday Evening Talks
We are hoping to bring you a series of recorded virtual talks which we aim to have
available on our website by the last Monday of the month, the day when we normally
meet. Depending on the content and the speaker’s wishes, these may be visual
presentations or podcasts. Please keep an eye on the Society’s web site for full details.
This autumn we hope to bring you the following:
• 28 September: Edward Royle – ‘The town that bought itself’? New light on 1920
• 26 October: Alan Brooke – Peterloo: The Aftermath in West Yorkshire. Prelude to
Insurrection August 1819-March 1820
• 30 November: Barbara Smith – ‘Wools for the World’ in Railway St.

A Reminder about Subscriptions
Membership fees are now due, £10 (one person) / £15 (two persons at one address).
You can pay your subscription:
• By cheque (payable to Huddersfield Local History Society). Please send your
details (name, address, email and phone number) and cheque to our
Membership Secretary:
o Val Davies, 21 Glebe Street, Marsh, Huddersfield, HD1 4NP
• By PayPal or Standing Order at:
o https://www.huddersfieldhistory.org.uk/membership/
This year there will be no opportunity to pay by cash. As we will not be able to produce
a membership card for this year at this stage, we will send a receipt for your payments
by email or post, if we do not have your email address.
Many thanks to those members who have already renewed.

More Free Books Online!
Since our last newsletter, several more local history books have been made freely
available online:
• Honley Civic Society’s out of print books now include: A History of Honley
Band, Honley Bridge & Newtown, Honley Remembers, and Trouble at t’Mill:
The Luddites & Honley.
• Holmfirth Local History Group have made two further out of print titles
available: Schools & School Days in the New Mill Valley and Miners & Mining
in the New Mill Valley.
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Heritage Open Days
We would like to draw your attention to the virtual tour of Birkby on 17 September,
which will be delivered online by our friends at the Local Studies Library:
heritageopendays.org.uk/visiting/event/birkby-virtual-trail

PRESS RELEASE
Kirklees Venues and Events open as part of national heritage festival
Kirklees Heritage Open Days 2020
Sixteen locations will be opening their doors or offering events as part of
Kirklees-wide involvement in the national Heritage Open Days festival,
which this year will run for ten consecutive days, from 11 – 20 September.
All venues and events are free, although, a small number must be booked.
For details of the venues and events in the Kirklees area and beyond go
to the national web site www.heritageopendays.org.uk and search
‘Kirklees’.

Discover Huddersfield
Regrettably, owing to the continuing Covid-19 restrictions, Discover
Huddersfield cannot offer any of their scheduled guided walks at the
present time.
Please keep an eye on their web site for further announcements.
www.discoverhuddersfield.com/latest-news-and-updates/
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Meltham in Focus
I suspect those of you who live in Meltham may already be familiar with the set of
black ring binder folders that for many years have been available on the shelves of the
library and are known collectively as “Meltham in Focus”. Compiled by Meltham
Photography Club from the 1990s onwards, they comprise six folders of local history
articles and notes, along with a further ten containing local photographs.
Meltham Town Council recently funded a digitation project and the first phase – an
online version of the folders – was launched at the start of August. Once the library in
Meltham fully re-opens, a newly printed facsimile set of bound reference copies will
be deposited, so that the original folders can be safely preserved.
The online versions can be browsed on the Town Council’s web site and PDF indexes
(containing links to the relevant pages) can be found on Huddersfield Exposed:
• melthamtowncouncil.gov.uk/meltham-in-focus/
• huddersfield.exposed/wiki/Meltham_in_Focus

Meltham Wesleyan Young Ladies Class of 1911, photographed at the
lower entrance of Beaumont Park by Lockwood photographer Fred Hardcastle.1
The photograph can be found in Volume 8 of “Meltham in Focus”.

1

Fred Hardcastle (1872-1932) established the “Beaumont Park Studio” which was situated on Meltham Road, next to
the path which leads up to the park’s lower entrance. His son Francis Beaumont Hardcastle assisted him.
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“The Rocky Stream”

Stereoscopic photograph.

Known to many locals as “Rebecca at her well”, this unusual drinking fountain in
Greenhead Park was formally gifted to Huddersfield Corporation by the Huddersfield
Band of Hope Union temperance society at a ceremony held in the park on Saturday
25 July 1885.
The Mayor of Huddersfield, Alderman John Varley, accepted the gift and, whilst noting
that he himself “was not an abstainer”, he hoped that “there would always be a
plentiful supply of pure water” for the fountain. After sampling the water, he noted
that “the figure was more appropriately clothed for a [sunny day] than he was, but if
in the winter she felt cold she could have the Mayor’s Robe”.

The Executive of the Huddersfield Band of Hope Union posed in front of the new fountain.
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The Huddersfield Daily Examiner reported that the Union had made an appeal to the
members to “contribute subscriptions of a penny or more” towards the costs. Lindley
sculptor Samuel Auty2 was then commissioned to create the fountain for £1203...
The sculptor had given the title of the Rocky Stream to the design, which was
intended to represent a fair maiden in summer attire who had gone to a stream
issuing from a rock, and while her jug is filling she unconsciously falls into a
reverie. In the meantime her jug fills to overflowing, and the escaping water falls
into a pool below and forms a fountain.
Sadly, like the Peel Statue erected in St. George’s Square 12 years earlier, the Band of
Hope’s fountain gradually fell victim to the elements and to the children who used it
as a climbing frame. In his book Secured for the Town: The Story of Huddersfield's
Greenhead Park, which can be read freely online, David Griffiths recounts Rebecca’s
twilight years:
in March 1948, the Council decided to relocate to the Park the ornate Gothic
fountain which Sir John William Ramsden had given the town in 1888. This was
first placed in the Market Place and then in St Paul’s Gardens at the foot of
Ramsden Street, but a new site was now to be provided in Greenhead Park by “the
pulling down and removal of the stone archway and Rebecca Fountain”. Rebecca
was moved to a rockery half-way up steps ascending from the NW corner of the
lake to Park Drive, but survived there for only a few more years.
In 1971, Rex Mason – brother of actor James Mason – wrote this lament that was
published in the Examiner and reproduced in the above book…
Rebecca, dear, beside her well
For years in Greenhead Park did dwell.
Admittedly she lost some charm,
At first her nose and then her arm.
But still to youngsters she was dear,
Without her nose, her face, her ear.
Now she’s vanished, gone away,
Replaced by fount in Gothic shrine.
Memories alone will stay.
Where have you gone, Rebecca mine?

Rebecca …sans nose!
2

Born 2 February 1854 at Lindley, Samuel was the son of a coal mine engineer. After spending some time working as a
stone carver in Bradford, he married Martha Jane Foster in 1875 and they settled at 113 Lidget Street, Lindley. Auty’s
work can be found throughout the town, including the Ramsden Building (Queen Street South) and the Byram Arcade.
3
Approximately £15,000 in today’s money.
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Huddersfield & District in the Past
100 Years Ago…
September 1920 saw the competition of the purchase of the Ramsden Estate from Sir
John Frecheville Ramsden by Huddersfield Corporation, with the assistance of
middleman Samuel W. Copley. Clifford Stephenson’s book about the purchase can be
read freely online at huddersfield2020.org.uk
The Leeds Mercury gave the following report…
HUDDERSFIELD’S DEAL.
£1,300,000 Paid for the Ramsden Estate.
The legal formalities having been
completed during the present week, the
Ramsden Estate at Huddersfield is now the
property of the burgesses of the borough.
The transference took place in London, and
this was reported at a meeting of the
Corporation Finance Committee yesterday.
At the proceedings in London earlier in the
week the representatives of the
Corporation present were the Mayor (Ald.
Woolven), the Town Clerk (Mr. J. H. Field).
Mr. Wilfred Dawson, and the Borough
Treasurer.
The purchase money, £1,300,000, was paid
over to the solicitors acting for Mr. S. W.
Copley, who had negotiated the purchase.
A station omnibus was required to remove
the various documents involved in the
transaction from the solicitors’ offices in London to the railway station for
conveyance to Huddersfield, where, on arrival, the deeds were locked up in the
strong room of the Town Hall.
The estate taken over by the Corporation comprises 4,642 acres, with manorial
rights and interests and buildings, except Longley Old Hall. Of the total acreage,
1,272 acres are built upon, leaving 3,370 acres to be developed. The annual gross
revenue is £65,000, of which £44,500 is in the nature of ground rents.
It is stated that Mr. Copley has sold the estate to the Corporation at the price he
gave for it.
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Engraving of the Estate Buildings, Huddersfield, from “Yorkshire, Past and Present: A
History and a Description of the Three Ridings of the Great County of York” (1875) by
Thomas Baines. The chapter covering Huddersfield can be read online.
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