HLHS Members Newsletter
March/April 2020
huddersfieldhistory.org.uk
email@huddersfieldhistory.org.uk
We would like to hear from you! Please send any news, details of events
and books, requests for information and comments that you think may be
of interest to other Huddersfield Local History Society members to
huddshistorynews@gmail.com

Engraving of Storthes Hall, from Morehouse’s “The History and Topography
of the Parish of Kirkburton and of the Graveship of Holme” (1861)

“May You Live in Interesting Times…”
Welcome to our March/April newsletter!
As I “stay at home” to write this newsletter, the famous quote above springs to mind.
However, if you thought that it was a “Chinese Curse”, you might be surprised to discover
that research indicates it was in fact coined by Neville Chamberlain’s father in 1898.
To help you pass the hours and days ahead, we’ve compiled a list of local history books
and resources that you can access online.
On behalf of the Committee, please stay safe and hopefully normality will be resumed in
the not-too-distant future.
Dave Pattern
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Publications
The Society’s most recent publication is Names, Places &
People: a selection of articles from Old West Riding which
was formally launched at our Annual Study Day.
Priced at just £6.95 for 160 pages, copies are
available at our meetings or via our web site.
Old West Riding published 23 editions from 1981
to 1995 and was a joint venture by three local
historians – Jennifer Stead, Cyril Pearce and George
Redmonds. This collection of over a dozen articles
is dedicated to George, who died in August 2018.
The table of contents is available online. ISBN 9780992984120.
The Society’s annual Journal is currently being compiled by
our editor, Robert Piggott. Traditionally, this has been
distributed to members at our May meeting but, since this
event has now been cancelled, it seems highly likely that we
will be sending copies out in the post instead – if you have
moved house recently, please make sure that we have your new
address!
Given the logistics of getting the journal into print, we hope you
will bear with us if the current difficult circumstances result in
a slight delay to publication.
Whilst you await the sound of the journal dropping through
your letterbox, perhaps now would be a good time to explore
our free online archive of previous issues covering the years
1983 to 2014:
huddersfieldhistory.org.uk/publications/archive/
Our upcoming joint publication with the University of
Huddersfield Press to mark the centenary of Huddersfield
becoming “The Town that Bought Itself” is also well in hand and
further details will be announced in due course.
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Huddersfield Band of Hope Diary
An item which I hope will be of interest to some of our membership is a handwritten
diary kept by Joseph Nicholls (1855-1907) detailing events relating to the
Huddersfield Band of Hope for the period February 1875 to March 1877. Now known
as Hope UK, the Band of Hope was a pro-temperance organisation of which Joseph
was a member from at least 1871. The diary was kindly loaned to me to be digitised
by one of Joseph’s descendants and is now in the safe hands of West Yorkshire Archive
Service. You can view the diary online or download it as a PDF file:
huddersfield.exposed/p/6c63
If you have any interesting historic items that you would like digitising so that they
can be shared online, please get in touch!

Events
As is to be expected in these extraordinary times, all previously announced events
have been cancelled or postponed in line with the Government’s advice.
Once the current situation improves, the Society’s Committee will be able to decide
on how best to reschedule the postponed evening talks and meetings from the
2019/20 Season.

Discover Huddersfield & Heritage Open Days
The following is provided courtesy of David Wyles of Huddersfield Civic Society:
Discover Huddersfield
Just as the 2020 Walks’ Programme was printed and about to be distributed,
restrictions came into force and all our first 4 walks, namely The Changing Face
of Birkby (5 April), Lion Hunt (26 April), University Campus Trail (17 May) and
Age of Architectural Decoration (4 June) have all been cancelled. We can only
hope the rest of the programme will run, especially since the 25 June walk led
by Emeritus Professor of History, David Taylor, will explore the Beerhouses,
Brothels and Bobbies of C19th Huddersfield!
Heritage Open Days
This increasingly popular festival, organised nationally by the National Trust, is
due to run from 11th to 20 September. The Kirklees HOD organising committee
(of which HLHS is part) is receiving regular updates and has contacted previous
participants in the hope that the event can take place (in 2019, 68 free events
and venues participated). Watch out for further updates.
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Local History Books Online
One of the goals of the Huddersfield Exposed web site is to make historic texts, many
of which are now out-of-copyright, available to read online or download for free. The
site also indexes the text of more recent publications, allowing them to be searched
for specific keywords or phrases.
The following are a selection of titles which I hope may be of interest…
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Annals of the Church and Parish of Almondbury, Yorkshire (1882) by Canon C. A.
Hulbert, also Supplementary Annals of the Church and Parish of Almondbury,
Yorkshire (1885)
Annals of the Church in Slaithwaite from 1593 to 1864 (1864) by Canon C. A. Hulbert
Beaumont Papers: Letters Relating to the Family of Beaumont of Whitley, Yorkshire
(1884) by Rev. W. D. Macray
Ben o’ Bill’s, The Luddite: A Yorkshire Tale (1898) by D. F. E. Sykes
Cloth Finishing: Woollen and Worsted (1927) by John Schofield
Colne Valley Folk (1936) by Ernest Lockwood
The Early Years of the Huddersfield Building Society (1974) by T. H. Hall
The Flood Came and Took Them All Away: A Sermon on the Holmfirth Flood (1852)
by Rev. Joshua Fawcett
The Geology of the Country around Holmfirth and Glossop (1933)
The Geology of the Country around Huddersfield and Halifax (1930)
A Glossary of the Dialect of Almondbury and Huddersfield (1883) by Rev. A. Easther
The Great War 1914-18: Meltham and District (1920)
The Heraldry in the Churches of the West Riding of Yorkshire (1890s) by Rev. Bloom
Hillhouse Congregational Church: Jubilee Souvenir 1865-1915 (1915)
The History and Topography of the Parish of Kirkburton and of the Graveship of
Holme (1861) by Henry James Morehouse
The History and Topography of South Crosland, Armitage Bridge and Netherton
(1938) by Philip Ahier
The History of Honley and its Hamlets from the Earliest Time to the Present (1914)
by Mary A. Jagger
The History of Huddersfield and its Vicinity (1898) by D. F. E. Sykes
The History of Huddersfield and the Valleys of the Colne, the Holme and the Dearne
(1906) by D. F. E. Sykes
History of the Baptised Independent and Congregational Church, Salendine Nook,
Huddersfield (1874) by John Stock
History of Ravensknowle & Scheme for the Development of a Local Museum (1921)
by Legh Tolson and T. W. Woodhead
History of the Duke of Wellington’s West Riding Regiment During the First Three
Years of the Great War (1917) by J. J. Fisher
History of the Library Movement in Huddersfield (1945)
History of the Meltham Industrial Co-operative Trading Society Limited: Jubilee
1861-1911 (1911) by A. Haigh
History of the Parish of Penistone (1906) by John N. Dransfield
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The History of the Township of Meltham (1866) by Rev. Joseph Hughes
Holmfirth Amateur Dramatic Society: 21 Years (1950)
Huddersfield and District Postal Directory (1900)
The Huddersfield County Borough Directory (1937)
The Huddersfield Industrial Society Limited: Fifty Years of Progress, 1860-1910
(1910) by Owen Balmforth
Huddersfield Market Hall Jubilee: 1880-1930 (1930)
Huddersfield Official Handbook (1968)
Huddersfield: Its History and Natural History (1868) by C. P. Hobkirk
Huddersfield: The Official Handbook (1930)
Huddersfield: The Official Handbook (1932)
The Jubilee History of Greenhead High School, Huddersfield: 1909-1959 (1959)
compiled by K. M. Cocker
Jubilee History of the Corporation of Huddersfield: 1868 to 1918 (1918) by Owen
Balmforth
The Legends and Traditions of Huddersfield and Its District (1940s) by Philip Ahier
Milton Congregational Church: Jubilee Souvenir (1931)
A New Glossary of the Dialect of the Huddersfield District (1928) by Walter E. Haigh
Old Lancashire Words and Folk Sayings: Parish of Saddleworth (1940) by A. Wrigley
The Origin and History of the Brunswick Street Free Wesleyan Church and Sunday
School, 1857-1907 (1907) by Rev. Bruce W. Rose
The Parish Registers of Kirkburton: 1541-1654 (1887) edited by Frances Anne Collins
The Parish Registers of Kirkburton: 1654-1711 (1902) edited by Frances Anne Collins
Place Names and Surnames: Their Origin and Meaning (1944) by Taylor Dyson
The Place-Names of the West Riding of Yorkshire (1910) by F.W Moorman
Ramsden Street Independent Chapel Huddersfield: Notes and Records of a Hundred
Years (1925) by Arthur W. Sykes
The Risings of the Luddites, Chartists and Plugdrawers (1880) by Frank Peel
Rules of the Huddersfield Industrial Society Limited (1929)
Saddleworth Sketches (1871) by Joseph Bradbury
A Short History of the Baptist Church, Scapegoat Hill (1921) by Nathan Haigh
A Short History of the Huddersfield Temperance Halls’ Trust (1906)
Slaithwaite Notes: Past and Present (1905) by John Sugden
Social Services in Huddersfield (1951)
St. Paul’s, Huddersfield: The Days That Are Past, 1828-1928 (1928)
The Story of the Gledholt Circuit, Huddersfield: 1888-1948
Story of the Golcar Town School (1926) by John Griffiths
Studies in Local Topography (1933-35) by Philip Ahier
Theatre Royal: The Romance of the Huddersfield Stage (1941) by Stanley Chadwick

If you are struggling the read the text, you can use the “Zoom in” button to enlarge the
page. Many of the books can also be downloaded as a PDF file.
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Holmfirth Local History Group:
• Chapels and Churches of the New Mill Valley (2009) by Pamela Cooksey
Honley Civic Society:
• Honley in the Great War 1914-1918 (2014) by Cyril Ford
• Two Hundred Years of Honley Schools (1990) by Honley Civic Society
• When the King Came to Honley (2012) by Peter Marshall
Kirkheaton Info (n.b. free registration is required):
• History of the Church of St. John the Baptist (1929) by Legh Tolson
University of Huddersfield Press (downloadable in PDF and/or EPUB format):
• Beerhouses, Brothels and Bobbies: Policing by Consent in Huddersfield and
the Huddersfield District in the Mid-19th Century (2016) by David Taylor
• Huddersfield’s Roll of Honour 1914-1922 (2014) by Margaret Stansfield and
edited by Paul Wilcock & Martin Middlebrook
Yorkshire Parish Registers:
Many of the Yorkshire Parish Register Society’s earlier publications can be
accessed freely online and indexes can be found on Huddersfield Exposed:
o huddersfield.exposed/wiki/Yorkshire_Parish_Register_Society
o huddersfield.exposed/wiki/Yorkshire_Parish_Registers
…and finally, it’s worth mentioning that a large number of history books can be read
freely online at the Internet Archive, including a sizeable number of titles published
by the Yorkshire Archaeological & Historical Society. Here are a few links to get you
started:
• Yorkshire Archaeological & Historical Society publications
o Wakefield Manor Court Rolls
o Record Series
• items relating to Huddersfield
• items relating to the West Riding
• items relating to Yorkshire
The Internet Archive also houses over 400 historic Medical Officer reports for our
local area, which are indexed on Huddersfield Exposed:
• huddersfield.exposed/wiki/Category:Medical_reports
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Huddersfield & District in the Past
100 Years Ago…
Noted local Suffragette Eliza Thewlis, together with her
husband James and daughter Mabel, boarded the SS
Demosthenes in London on 5 March 1920 and arrived into
Brisbane, Australia, on 19 April. Their daughters Dora
(pictured) and Evelyn had already immigrated in 1912,
finding work in the textile industry.
In 1907, 16-year-old mill-worker Dora (who was born at
Shady Row, Meltham Mills1) had taken part in a large
planned march on the Houses of Parliament. As the police
attempted to disperse the crowds, over 70 arrests were
made and a photographer from the Daily Mirror captured
Dora’s arrest in a now-iconic photograph.
In the summer of 1930, Eliza and James made a return visit to Huddersfield. Sadly, as
the ship sailed through the Red Sea towards the Suez Canal, 70-year-old Eliza suffered
a fatal heart attack. Dora died in 1976 at Ascot Vale, Victoria, Australia, aged 86.
150 Years Ago…
The Huddersfield Chronicle (12 Mar 1870) reported on the sad and untimely death of
“Inspector Tom” of the Huddersfield Borough Police Force. Tom was, in fact, a stray
hound dog who had wandered into the police station some years before and was
adopted as “one of the force”. He became so accustomed to the station’s routines that
he would regularly attend the daily parade and sit proudly alongside the policemen
during the inspection. Despite being “docile and companionable […] he could raise
such an alarm as would scare the basest of nocturnal street prowlers”.
In early 1870, a prisoner escaped from the station and Tom gave chase, eventually
seizing the man by his trousers and holding him securely until fellow officers arrived.
This act of bravery led to Tom being giving an honorary promotion and he was
presented with a new dog collar on which was written the word “INSPECTOR”. Sadly,
not long afterwards, Tom was bitten by another dog that was suffering from
distemper and, rather than allow him to suffer a painful death from the disease, the
station had him put down.
At the same time that faithful old Tom was being mourned, the Penny Illustrated Paper
reported that renowned sculptor William Theed was “busy in his studio [at work]
upon a colossal statue of the late Sir Robert Peel for the borough of Huddersfield”.
Three years later, the statue was unveiled in St. George’s Square.
1

Shady Row was at that time situated just inside the boundary of the Township of Honley.
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Undated photograph of the statue of Sir Robert Peel
that once stood in front of Huddersfield Railway Station
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