HLHS Members Newsletter
January 2020
huddersfieldhistory.org.uk
email@huddersfieldhistory.org.uk
We would like to hear from you! Please send any news, details of events
and books, requests for information and comments that you think may be
of interest to other Huddersfield Local History Society members to
huddshistorynews@gmail.com

Happy New Year!
I don’t know about you, but the time between packing the festive decorations away and
then getting them out again seems to get shorter each year. I do hope you all had a
thoroughly merry Christmas and are suitably refreshed for what is already shaping up
to be a busy 2020 for the Society.
Any idea what the 1930s newspaper headlines below could refer to? Read on to find out!
Dave Pattern

Our Next Monday Evening Talks
Our next Monday evening talk will be given by John Rumsby on 27th January on the topic
‘The Boys of the Old Brigade’: the early history of the Huddersfield & District Army
Veterans’ Association. Jo Stanley’s talk on 24 February will be Your Kirklees pinta?
Changes in local dairy farming 1850-2020. As always, further details can be found on
our web site.
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New Publications
The Society’s most recent publication is Names, Places &
People: a selection of articles from Old West Riding which
was formally launched at our Annual Study Day.
Priced at just £6.95 for 160 pages, copies are
available at our meetings or via our web site.
Old West Riding published 23 editions from 1981
to 1995 and was a joint venture by three local
historians – Jennifer Stead, Cyril Pearce and George
Redmonds. This collection of over a dozen articles
is dedicated to George, who died in August 2018.
The table of contents is available online. ISBN 9780992984120.
As part of this year’s celebrations to mark the centenary of
Huddersfield famously becoming “The Town that Bought Itself”
(see the press release on the next page), the Society is
partnering with the University of Huddersfield Press to publish
a full-length book on the Ramsdens in Huddersfield, edited by
Edward Royle.
Many of you will be familiar with Peter Hurst’s previous works
and will be pleased to hear that his latest book will soon be
available. We hope to include further details in the next
newsletter, but the provisional title is Where Was Somtyme a
Castell: Ancient Records of Almondbury & Townships 10861638. Peter has been in touch to say:
This is my final book of such records, and aware of this I added
more and more, with the result this is a huge book of over 470
pages. Included are 57 different records from Domesday to
1638. There are many interesting records for Huddersfield,
Honley, Meltham, Slaithwaite, South Crosland and Quick
(Saddleworth). Items include very early (12th-13th century)
tax records and charters; early and lengthy surveys (1341 and
1425) and some 16th & 17th century ones. Many rentals,
especially 17th century; and other interesting items.
Comprising 80 pages of original images, some in colour; 226
pages of records all translated where necessary; 87 pages of
reviews and analysis of these records; and 42 pages of indexes,
and some other inserts.
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Discover Huddersfield
If your New Year’s Resolution was to shed a few pounds or to get out and do a bit more
walking, the printed Discover Huddersfield trails can be found at the usual places. The
newest trails explore Almondbury and Birkby. The 2020 season of walks will be
announced shortly.

Press Release
Celebrations Planned for ‘The Town that Bought Itself’
Huddersfield Corporation made history a century ago when it agreed to buy the 4300plus acres of the Ramsden estate – nearly half the land within the Borough boundary
and the whole of the town centre – for £1.3 million. The deal was struck via locallyborn entrepreneur Sam Copley and finalised on 29 September 1920.
To mark the centenary, Alderman Clifford Stephenson’s lively
account of events, ‘The Ramsdens and their Estate in
Huddersfield: the Town that bought itself’’ has now been
republished on three local websites – those of Huddersfield
Civic Society, Huddersfield Local History Society and
Huddersfield Exposed.
Stephenson, who chaired the Corporation’s estates committee,
published his booklet in 1972. It follows the story of the
Ramsdens in Huddersfield from their purchase of the manor in
1599 to the sale in 1920.

huddersfield2020.org.uk
Its re-publication begins a year of activity by Kirklees Council, West Yorkshire Archive
Service, Huddersfield University and local societies to mark the historic centenary.
The main focus will be in September and October 2020, when plans include:







Publication by the University and Local History Society of a full-length book
on the Ramsdens in Huddersfield, edited by locally-born historian Edward
Royle, now emeritus professor of history at York. This will cast new light on
the story told by Stephenson.
A mobile exhibition, curated by University history students, which will tour
the town, featuring the archives of the Ramsden family and Huddersfield
Corporation.
A Ramsden Town gallery trail and family activities at Tolson Museum.
Other walks, talks and events as part of next year’s Discover Huddersfield
walks, Heritage Open Days events and Local Democracy Week.
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Events
For further details of the following events, please click on the links. Whilst every effort
has been made to check the accuracy of the information included in these listings, it
is up to members themselves to check that the event is happening and that any
arrangements have not been changed.
Monday 27th January 2020
Holocaust Memorial Day 2020 event. From 5pm, University of Huddersfield. Free
but pre-booking required.
Huddersfield Local History Soc.: The Boys of the Old Brigade – John Rumsby. 7:30pm.
Tuesday 28th January 2020
Huddersfield & Halifax Geog. Assoc.: The Four Standedge Tunnels – Trevor Ellis.
7:15pm, Joseph Priestley Building, University of Huddersfield. Visitors £3.
Tuesday 4th February 2020
Huddersfield & District Family History Soc.: You Always Remember Your Coop
Number – Stephen Caunce. 2pm, Huddersfield Town Hall. Non-members £2.
Thursday 6th February 2020
Holme & Calder Assoc. (National Trust): Blue Plaques of Holmfirth – David Cockman.
10:30am, Old Court Room, Huddersfield Town Hall. Members £3, non-members £4.
Includes refreshments from 10am. For further details, call 01422 355315.
Friday 7th February 2020
Huddersfield & District Archaeological Soc.: Queens, Seers and Charioteers: Women
in the East Yorkshire Iron Age – Dr. Melanie Giles. 7:45pm to 9:15pm, Heritage Quay,
University of Huddersfield. HDAS members £1, non-members £2.50.
Monday 24th February 2020
Huddersfield Local History Soc.: Your Kirklees Pinta? Changes in Local Dairy
Farming 1850-2020 – Jo Stanley. 7:30pm.
Friday 6th March 2020
Huddersfield & District Archaeological Soc.: Sheffield Castle – Archaeology, Archives
and Augmented Reality 1927-2020 – Prof. J. Moreland. 7:45pm to 9:15pm, Heritage
Quay, University of Huddersfield. HDAS members £1, non-members £2.50.
Monday 9th March 2020
Marsden History Group: Peterloo Retold, 1819-2019 – Janette Martin. 7:30pm,
Marsden Mechanics Institute. Fee for non-members.
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British Federation of Women Graduates
Can anyone help out HLHS member Gillian with the following request?
The British Federation of Women Graduates has initiated a project looking into
women in street names in the UK and Ireland. It aims to “highlight streets named
after such women (and to highlight how few there are!), remember them with
mini-biographies and to consider the promulgation of political and social
culturalisation through the names we see on our streets.”
bfwg.org.uk/bfwg2/wp-content/uploads/2019/09/street-names-project.pdf
Do any readers know of any streets in the Huddersfield district named after
women? (Royalty and saints are excluded.) If so could you please get in touch with
me with a few details?
Thank you
Gillian Roche
gmroche@btinternet.com
The only streets which initially sprang to my mind are Clara Street, Honoria Street,
and Eleanor Street, all situated off Bradford Road. In The Place-Names of
Huddersfield (2008), George Redmonds provides the following details:
CLARA STREET
The interest in this residential street, with its neighbours Honoria Street and
Eleanor Street, lies in the fact that they were built on land that formed part of the
Thornhill estate and were all named after members of the Thornhill family.
Thornhill Cottage is close by. William Capel Clarke had changed his surname to
Thornhill when he married Clara, the heiress to the Fixby estate, and he had a
second wife called Honoria; Eleanor was the name of one of his daughters.
The detailed 1851 O.S. town plan shows a yard between
Manchester Street and Charles Street that was named
“Fanny Keye’s Yard”. This was almost certainly innkeeper
Frances Kaye (born c.1797), widow of John Kaye, who is
linked to both the White Lion Hotel (Cross Church Street)
and the Granby Inn (Manchester Street). By the late
1880s, the yard had been renamed to “Ramsden Yard”.
The area is now underneath the Magistrates Court section
of Civic Centre II.
Can you think of any other streets in our area that have
possible links to local women? Please let Gillian know!
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The Panto Vicar and his (Upper)Thong Birds
After the last newsletter’s appeal for local boggarts, researcher Simon Young would
like me to pass on his thanks to everyone who has replied. And now, as the saying
goes, for something completely different…
The Rev. Harold Godwin Wilks (1896-1961) became the incumbent of Upperthong in
1927. Finding a church in need of repairs, he pondered on how best to raise money:
One by one I discarded the traditional methods of wheedling money from the
pockets of long-suffering parishioners. In my own mind I felt that, good cause or
bad cause, people nowadays demanded something for their money: if they paid to
be amused they expected amusement, not boredom.
The Rev. Wilks soon put pen to paper… not to appeal for donations, but to write a riproaring theatrical revue. With the assistance of brothers J.R and C.V. Sykes of the
Holmfirth & District Amateur Operatic Society, “Speed Limits” opened at the
Holmfirth Drill Hall in April 1929. The Yorkshire Post reported that the revue
contained “dancing and burlesque” and was “attracting much attention in the Holme
Valley”. Wilks would go on to write a number of short plays which were usually
performed as part of a fund-raising revue, in which he often starred as the dastardly
villain – a role that allowed him to “murder” on stage most of his churchwardens and
even his own wife! Not surprisingly, he became known locally as the “Panto Vicar”.

1930 photograph of the Thong Birds of Upperthong

Whilst I’m sure his plays were entertaining, the real stars of Wilks’ revues were the
chorus line of young locals lasses from the church’s Sunday School who soon became
known as the “Thong Birds”. After spending a hard day working at the mill or in a local
shop, they would meet up and rehearse long into the dark evenings. In 1931, the
Yorkshire Post reported that:
Undoubtedly the “star” turn of [the revue “Joy Flights”] is that indispensable and
attractive band of dancers known as “The Thongbirds.” This chorus of twenty odd
maidens from the Upperthong parish perform all the high kicks and contortions of
the professionals with amazing vigour and precision.
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Their fame spread quickly, and seemingly not a
week went by without letters containing offers of
marriage arriving in the post. Harold Simpson of
Sheffield wrote saying that he was keen to marry
one of the girls, but he didn’t care which one!!!
By September 1931, the Gaumont-British Picture
Corporation Ltd. of London were in talks with the
Rev. Wilks to film the Thong Birds in a short cabaret
number. The recent introduction of sound to
cinemas had led to a vogue for musical revues,
including British International Pictures’ “Elstree Calling” on which a slightly down-athis-heels Alfred Hitchcock worked. Sadly, the Gaumont project fell through and the
high-kicking exploits of the glamorous girls never made it onto the silver screen.
All of this publicity seemingly didn’t go down well with some of the more traditional
parishioners and the church committee decided to cancel the upcoming production of
“Cinderella”. A local journalist interviewed one of the dancers:
We have been informed that the show will not take place, but the reason for this
step has not been explained to us. Preparations for the pantomime have been
abandoned, but we are proceeding with our dance practices, for we may present a
revue after Easter. We are all bitterly disappointed. We have sacrificed dozens of
hours of our spare time to rehearse for the show, and now this is almost all waste.
The last reference I was able to find is a
photograph in the Leeds Mercury from February
1933 showing the troupe in rehearsals.
In the book Upperthong: Then and Now
(2002), the following women are named as once
being members:
Kathy Battye, Mary Bray, May Brook,
Mary Bullock, Mary Cartworth, Lily Clarkson,
Mary Clarkson, Zena Haworth,
Mildred Higginson, Nellie Moodycliffe,
Edith Moorhouse, Mary Moorhouse, Nellie
Pearson, Elsie Ridgwick, and Edith Roberts
If you have any further information about the Thong Birds – perhaps one is a family
member? – then please get in touch!
Dave Pattern
Secretary, Huddersfield Local History Society
davepattern@gmail.com
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Huddersfield & District in the Past
50 Years Ago…
The 41½ mile Woodhead railway line (Manchester to Sheffield via Penistone) closed
to passengers on 5 January 1970, just 16 years after electrification. Despite an
uncertain future and the threat of closure, thankfully the Penistone line survived.
100 Years Ago…
The Holme Electric Company Ltd. was wound up in January 1920. This company was
formed in June 1915 “for the purpose of generating and supplying electricity in the
district of Holme” by Holmfirth woollen manufacturer Charles Tinker. Presumably
Tinker suspected it would be a long time before the benefits of electricity arrived at
the isolated village of Holme, so he paid for a water-powered turbine generator to be
installed at the former site of Rake Mill and this supplied his house at Lanehead. In
September 1915, Tinker offered to supply electricity to the local school. By 1919,
around 200 local villagers were paying an annual fee of 30 shillings to the company
to light their home with up to three bulbs. Extra light bulbs were charged at 4 shillings
each. Prior to being wound up, the company handed over the supply infrastructure to
Holme Urban District Council.
150 Years Ago…
Local criminal John McCabe was sentenced to two months’ imprisonment with hard
labour in January 1870 for assaulting a police constable. McCabe had thirteen prior
convictions and was the leader of the Irish Small Gang, a group of "Irish ruffians"
active in Huddersfield from the mid-1860s to early 1870s. The exploits of the Irish
Small Gang are detailed in David Taylor’s Beerhouses, Brothels and Bobbies, which
is available to download as a free PDF.
200 Years Ago…
The Leeds Gazette reported the following in January 1820:
A meeting of the inhabitants of Huddersfield, called by public advertisement, will
be held this day, “to consider and determine upon the best mode of alleviating the
distresses of the poor.” An investigation had been set on foot, from which it
appears, that there are in the township of Almondbury 140 families, comprising
near 800 individuals, whose means of subsistence average no more than 2½d. per
day each; and amongst these there are 120 individuals whose average income
does not exceed one penny per day each! Many of these poor creatures are nearly
destitute of fuel and clothing, at this inclement season; and are suffering under
the severest distress which human nature can sustain. In Huddersfield itself, it is
believed, the distress is as severe as it has been ascertained to be in Almondbury.
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